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Senator Huddleston. Were any American soldiers or CIA 


employees actively. engaged in the combat?. 


Mr. 


Colby.No. -' 


Senator Huddleston. Or fire any shots? 


. S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 


Mr. Colby. No. 


Both our records and-later history written 


Mr. Kirhbow. . 


é 


410 First Street 


+ 
- : “ 


indicates that there was’ 


+ si Na 


“by these Vietnamese governments 


t - 


hear 2 
Tres Bede 
3 Fey 


ogy a 


ea thew, f 
om 


ee 


)- 
up " 
See 


a ke 
bate om ae: 





ayer Pf 
A GAS 
gee £ 


+4 ONt 


» 


no invol 


Fa eee te r. 


é 
‘ eo May , * : 4 . + . 
} ts Bass, * : f £99 3 i dips RRA i sa oy a FY 
” tor are ? Lx ‘ is, om! area : a ht psy 720 wa ae 
7 at i t ‘ T . - rr 7 a : f if rete ye i ras : . a ee 0 e hon ah : te pee ey is 
oe ator Tower.’ Proceed oy ents re Pra 


-, 
. gre oe 3 Le ; 
. : ; '- 40 re ', hy a 
: : Sed aba tetas NS ee . 
bs coe : ts 
le el AM”: GN... 

. pyre, ae : : * 


~ > Senator Hudd 
. eG Yok ye He tay bey we 


¥ oe ree es S je te ee wes! Mae? Air : ey . oa F ae . 
> PES Boe ted eye Het Meg Te Pata? A at . : . 
ra a, 


Mr. Kirbow. '. the question: has been raised, - 


+ 


’ ~ » * 


and rightly. 80, as-to! whe the CIA by its continuing. 


. . og nr - , * 
gigs aw 2 * wt ae 8 eee Y Vee ’ i ee 2 


oiling on this things It 


. ad 


should be read into the sord from the Inspector.General's 


4 e 1 


“report certain cables traffic, and other memoranda from pages 


. 4 oo ‘ 

‘ . 

a ate “4 : aa 
. 


32, 33 and 35 of these art 


cal ‘ . 


icles.” | 


« 


On 9 October the President of the United States 


* en oY 
ge ey 


at a news conference in connection with the transfer of the 


’ 


station chief of Saigon, Mr: John Richardson, was asked a: 


J 
2 
« 
& 
@ 
a 
« 
rr 
x 


‘question concerning the CIA being under control or out of con- 
trol because there had been some articles in the press that the 


CIA was running an assassination operation and stated the 
following. 


. - 


a know the transfer of Mr.. John Richardson, who is a 


very dedicated public servant had led to some question, hut 


I can: assure you flatly that the CIA has not. carried out any 


‘ 


independent activities but: is operated under close. control 
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Committee and ae the position of the CIA in its operations 
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He was. the superior of Mr. Conein?, 


Mr. Colby. Sure. 


Mr. Schwarz.’ Wouldn't Lt follow that it ought to be 


communicated to Mr. Conein ana indeed perhaps more communi- 


cated to him than anybody else, more important to communicate 


it to him than anybody — 


Mr. Dirbow. Mr. [Smithy was the source of the proposal. 


+ 


410 First Street, $.£., Washington, D.C. 20003 


' 


Mr. Colby. To the Ambassador. I just want to make 


Sure where the proposal came to him from. 


Mr. Kirbow. The record does not reveal that here and 


an ' 
ak 
« i ated 


be 
Nong a NaN. ; 
a Aa 





410 First Street, $.E., Wasnengton, O.C. 20003 


J 
a 
< 
a 
4 
a 
4 
< 


| 


TT ae 
tee 
peti 
¥ i 7 
SB orvels adh pyitle sn 


Feet a ba ahsy re : 


ct 


aS A 


2 oon % 
+ 


‘he does.not recal 
, "aed an) : ; 
sy 


Because it night have come in. through someo 


cae 


ig what strikes me.. 


“Mr. Kirbow. He doesnot. 


L : Rok ae _ ey, cer 


Mr. Colby.. The proposal was 


‘ 


made to a different officer. 


Mr. Kirbow. At this time he does not appear to be aware 


of either::the submitted. recommendation to the Ambassador 


4 * “ . “6 . 


or the telegram that came out and indicates he. would not 


necessarily have. known “from the cable traffic unless he heard. 


it at a meeting which was being run practically everyday among 


the senior CIA station personnel. 


Mr. Colby.I have a feeling in my mind, which I would 


. 


have to examine and clarify in. the record, (a). that this pro- 


posal came to us from. somebody other than, through someone othe 


* + : : 7 . 


than Conein. Wehad another officer in touch with other 


generals and so forth at that period and Idon't know whether 


the advice was passed back through. that channel or not. 


Mr. Schwarz. Asa matter of general practice, the 


’ ‘ . . 


attitude expressed by the McCone telegram was presumably 


important and Mr. Conein was. at least a significant actor, 
whether or not: he was the source of the telegram which Mr. 


‘MeCone responded to. 


“Assuming he wasn't notified, what I am searching for, 


under your experience, if you can give an explanation. in the 


‘ 

ee s ae a 7 +? ae 

a atts es Ts A , te gt — bie 
" Sok. year. ah it ee : +. a te 


path re 


. 
a 
ais 


EF Sinn te svar, + 


te 
peptone 


Be 





: 


410 First Street, S.E., Washington, 0.C. 20003 


J 
2 
< 
a 
é 
oO 
4 
< 
3 


3 


$f: ) ee seed aye t 


“practice ‘Ww ee rtmentation or nee 


tj ng! Sy 
; a * in yt ae 3 
. 3 = She a me Stim ws ae 


it . at : 2 


Hig 2) ae 
Tey u'5, diy Ky fe bb tas 
Ki ae As ore: ah fo 

rp kes 


or whatever, aa 


4 d sds ‘ ‘ : 
; ee i ‘ o% os _ a Org ern 
ty. * * 


Mr. waa) Well, - Z; think’ ‘that in terms of my experience 


gohan cas! oe 


I would say that this is not a “subject that you want to 


- eee : . 
bd * . 
auf 


“A 
tie of 


e, 
s 


¢ ie “ 
‘ 


talk about very mets ton sertainly, don't want to participate, | 


or 
. 


. ' ‘ fG : 
- « » Mos 


On the other. hand, as ak independent force has its. 


ai 6 es AS ee pis a ~ 


cae, ‘ i ore 7 


- ' . 


own independent reasons for proceeding, we-hear of these, we 


get reports. of proposed assassinations and so forth, in our 


regular reporting, and sometimes we warn people and sometimes 


we don't. It depends on the overall situation. It doesn't 


have any involvement with us. I mean hut it is an intelligence 


report in a-sense and then the action as to what to do about 


’ : ; 


it. 


I think that, consequently, so long as it is clear that 


we aren't involved in it, and that is what was wrong with . 


that particular message, is that it indicated support of the 


+ 


idea, and that was immediately responded to. 


If the message had merely been reported by the station 


to the Ambassador that this proposal had been made bya 


. , “¢ 


vietnamese, I doubt that there would have been a cable from 


‘Washington.. 


Mr. Schwarz. But once you knew the problem existed, 


and Mr..Conein.was the most important action officer with 


the generals -~ 





thew eet he 
feria. 
pts ; 24, 
“ ! oe ty EE 

the. ¥° ty b 


Preis 
2 x “, fig. 


on 


ore ead 


a 

, ea) ne 

fe “yg t 
are 


ces ; $ ‘* a ‘ r ' a: t oo by ie 
Ban, “eS 


f 3 ‘ ’, * i ’ 
Mi yae ie i Pia é “ya, : = ’ zi : > a. feet s 

z 9 z A: H 1 2d 
(ey wea tag 7s *, +1ar'e a 


Mr. Schwarz. It w s'not, important to inform him: 


4 . 
hae J r 


> of the 
; : Nios, ofgi AAS : ‘ 


al r 
so te eet 


attitude of the Director 


. af 8 . * . 
* wet ‘ * 


that attitude only extended to making sure that the United 


7% 5 as ; 
‘ a - ea i 


5. || States had no apparent. involvement. 


Ve oie eae . ae 


at owe ‘ x 
rae a en Se 


Is that what you were saying? 


. . = a ; “ope . t 


t +o ef ‘< 


Mr. Colby. No involvement. 


. * 


Mr. Schwarz. No involvement.” 


If it wag, McCone's attitude was the U.S. should have 


no. involvement and Conein was the person most closely asso- 


ciated with the generals and the subject had come up. I 


can't understand why he would not as a matter of ordinary 


Ws ay 


course be notified of the McCone telegram. 


) 
2 
< 
a 
é 
is) 
4 
< 
3 


Mr. Colby. Because no proposal of the American involve- 


ment was made through him. rf this is another individual, as 


Excuse me. It was Conein. I beg your. 


I suspect it was. 


pardon. . 


“OQ 
© 
c 
a 
wN 


In-a meeting with Conein General Minh requetted-a state- 


ment of the U.S. position, said it did not expect U.S. support 


Th: 


<f 


of a coup effort but did need U.S. government assurances that 


the U.S. weuld not try to thwart his plans. He outlined the. 


three possible plans. One, assassination of the two brothers, 


. S.E., Wasmington, O.C. 20003 


410 First Street 


keeping Diem in office, encircling of Saigon by various 


military elements, and thirdly, direct confrontation between 


: . 


military units involved in the coup and loyalist military units 


‘ . . 


Oa her, 
Sigs 


‘ 1 

ee a { 5 : : : } Newirese rye 

salt rey n ae tetgee ty o,f 

yn - . eon, Tha Le rie awe 
Fa ve ere P . yh 


apres, 


ah : Fo 





ay 


ens teh ae 


Gpletrs ° 
s:was early: ( 
sgh | iS ee Noe 


fe rs aN, 


ia. 


The: first step was ‘the ‘immediate response with respect 


vi P a wot . 
Par : , : op Fe 
: a 


to the assassination. 


i 
auf *, . 
f 


7 us ‘ 


Mr. sea te It. Ms doub 


P ies te ees 
¢ aes pie eg YS | bert “2 : 


whether Mr. Conein was notified ‘and (b) if not, why not. And 


aes 4 


I only have it from Mr. Kirbow's description of his interview 


. * Sos A é . . 


that he does not recall being notified. 


Mr. Kirbow. That is my recollection, Mr. Chairman. I 


. 


guessMr.. Conein would ‘be the best evidence. He will appear. thig ; 


afternoon before the committee. 


Mr. Colby. At the next meeting with General Don 


J 
2 
< 
rN 
4 
ie) 
« 
a 
Ef 


Conein,under instructions, and I believe that means under 


instructions from the Ambassador, passed the word that, passed: 


the word consitent with the response really to Minh's sugges- 


tion of how they would, do it, why we do not wish to stimulate - 


a coup, we do not wish to leave the impression the U.S. would 


thwart a change of government or deny military assistance 


to a new regime if it appeared, et cetera, et cetera, to 


win the war and improve the working relationship with the U.S 


The cable urges that Conein press for detailed information| 


clearly indicating that Minh's plans offered a high prospect 


of success. 


410 First Street, $.E., Wasmngton, 0.C. 20003 


The message that came back from the policy levels of the 


a a 
greta” 





me Te 
ry 


PEG 
a2 da Wie Biv 


isayj 


in: 


vernment*. . ak ee DY Min e Which: ineluded 4 
| Wy WONG te Hy ae Ge, oe ie a 7 a 
ct “Was that” e United States would 


. a ae 
A EES 7 ee yt et is . a 
Serenade Wen ox iene des 
4s ae as OR b "4 . - ty. . Lt 


tee 
fe bon ta tye 
ne 


courses of action, 


Schwarz, 


“sone of which was by 


PAUL: 


‘Mr. Colby, | Immediately. 


Mr. Schwarz, Which said 


« 
a 
3 
«< 
2 


14 || condone assassination. 


r about assassinations, 


. 


Mr. Colby. That. is right; nor in the message from. 


+ . 


Washington which dealt with the whole, the three proposals, : 


ay 


er 


= 
Hehe! 


Mr.. Schwarz. So the message from MeCone to Vietnam, as. 


far as the written record shows, and we have to explore this 


hate 


« 


‘further, obviously, suggests that the ‘statement the U.S, 


; ; ‘ i . * 


shall not condone assassinations just never ‘got past Don to 


the generals, 


s P 


UMP: Colby. That is right. the U.S, would not involve 


ES 
5 pS 
vey 





a ae ji 


n 


CRT 


POPS NOH, va 
“was.cle 
HA fig ote RLS eG debe ee es wi Septet SERRE TEA | : 
_ POC. SCAR ORE UBUD ARN Re 
A ‘ourselves: ini.the? coup. Buti th n of U.S. 

WT ip tie ANN SPUR ES a eat 8 | 
? at (VO 


“ es AA gt ¥ ae oh . tet ; , 
fo ina passed. There was 
ee ‘ ‘ . : . _ # “ ‘ rr Pe 5 the BM. that L CS, ote at : ae anh St 2 ; an, 7 . j 
es es 
fi e nany,: urses of 
SO a ee ae PB ah RE eee Ni Large ES ns or Patan. 


-action.. Because that?opt sito how they conduct .their 
2) 3 a a a = . nog ped : hie i : Prat! Te . ; : ; : ; oO 
| ae 


+ 


° 


aig Pa 
‘ 


‘not speci 


e 
5: 


t * . - 


c ro 403 3 wads faite tatea! 8 te ake 
coup was left 1s..! 
Cen: , ae oy Ra weiskt : ’ : ms : 
: - : +. 48 o te ke : ¥, oi. ‘ ae ie % es Ae ? * 2 tty * . 
wet 7 f 


No the message from the Director: of © 


ee 
wit 
ig i 


. Mr. Kirbow..sN 
$ 2 : : : H a “EN. ae ; 


g || CIA to its sta 


’ 


. + 


wee sc 
7 


q eh ote ‘ 


4 Atta 


a 


ef ar . . e 
- AAT ‘ 
woe my . mn : 4 . 
. * q : ¥. 3 ot ee a 3 8 bey od 
“ if be r > 


ting him as to an action 


sador would never be passed to the 


: ’ : Aa ce P . ; 
: rt - é 


General? 


Mr. Colby."!."2 Noy’, 


I was told, he was told to go to the 


: : . moh Ye . . 
' = “3 + ‘ . 7 


4 . . 


4 m . : 
* whe 


12 “Ambassador and withdraw his’ somewhat favorable comment about — 


to P 3 : : ‘ 


13 the assassination possibility. 


t 


J 
> 
« 
a 
@-' 
‘| 
& 
< 
z 


Mr. Kirbow.. These are not directly related to the: 


y 8 5 
’ 7 ’ : : . . : = - 


ee | . 415 || subsequent meetings that Conein had with General Minh at 


7} 
‘ 


all? 


Mr. Colby. The general made the proposal, described how 


he would go at it, the three alternate positions, and the re- 


ply which came from Washington to that was that the U.S. 


would not stimulate a.coup but it wouldn't thwart‘it:and.. 


-it would continue the assistance thereafter. 


| The option as to. which course of action was left to’ the 


generals. 


7 . ; Fj . : . & a 


Mr. Kirbow. ‘Chronologically the report kind of puts — 


410 First Street, $-E., Washington, D.C. 20003 


s . , 


e ¢ 


that CIA message “in the middle of what was going on at that 


Be 
ie 
ey Abs 


LATE 





3 


oO 
o 
c 
© 


te 


WARO @ PAUL 


ad teh 


. *, Phone (Area 202) 544-6000" 


410 Fiest Street 


A S.€., Washington, O.C. 20003 


at belay 


_Bonator 


. a ae 1 e * 40+ hs . ?t sary ; F . 


2g Pr 


2 Ta ah Ayre ze emis eee 


‘ft think, and conics unications from. 


Ss 
Fi 3 7, 4 
. . ‘+ ane 

oar 


i . se 


. 
ot a 


What Iwould ae to ‘explore’ a little more is. from Saigon. 


Washington and were acted upon. 


* » 


You have made ‘fairlyclear your position and I take it 


+ . 
* 


the position of CIA Saigon was that I think the bird-in-the- 


hand phrase is an accurate summary of your position? 


Mr. Colby.. Well, I think that was certainly true of 


7 


Mr. Richardson as Chief of Station, and that really was a. 


little bit the problem that got between him and Ambassador 


ate to Ambassador Lodge. That was clear. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. We had three basic American 


presence it seems to me in Viegnam at this time. One is 


military, one.is intelligence and one is diplomatic, CIA, 
Defense ‘Department, and State. 


CIA's, position it seems to me was pretty clear against 


a coup, against certainly the ramifications of a coup, 


Mr. Colby. I wouldn't say every member of CIA believed 





am 


bt 


4 tp 
sero, 


y, 


tat 


te ae 


J 
2 
< 
a 
4 
Q 
.@ 
< 
3 


410 First Street, S.E.. Wasnington, 0.C. 20003 


se TH sqetan sede 


Sts 6" 
+i esate, 1 


Day we: 


‘ . 


oF te 


* 
— BW» F 


+ 
' 


ri Eo hte 
3 + “hy ; 
ndivy 
Aol ae ; y i cena ‘ Va ene . 
who’ though 


~ 


cep see el vy tS 
hl hinge te t eye 
art of:C ee 


chet: we be af 
an - -- - ara ft gh ace ; 
ak pak, , ashi Wattahy eee 7 
: \ poe RR a Ce Si 
“ 


le's 


“+ am not. talking about 


4 


am talking about official posi-_ 


. - : i i ; iTS 3 ; AT os i ror ; Aa Le . ot d : 
tion given to W Qton wee eed ; 
ane a 4Ge wal ow, , . 
: , ee a y ve = oi oe : : er F aA tia iy - ; . ; . o ; 


. 
+ ‘bee! 


oe Ag, $e i a ae v4 oSE utes ns . : . ‘ Svan . . 
_ Mr. ‘Co : en jto!.the: National Security Council. - 
St A ES sy bees a 
wa ieee ATS nh ih ge . 


Senator Hart of Colorado.’ What I want to know is who 


' . ; . . . 
je . i] é : . . 
™ ; : oy rofer me fF .- 
ve s 


e.are now talking about Defense. 


so Pepe 
e OFF L? 


ra 
+4 
* ' 
‘ 
r 


was recommending - nk w 


i a RL a oN 


Department and/or «State.' Who was recommending to: the National 


ate 


Security Council that the. coup be persuaded or that we encour- 


- age it?. 


Mry Colby.” * if would. say that the embassy's position, 


i 


the political section and the Ambassador, was much more sympa- 


thetic to the proposition that the war could not: success- 


15 fully be conducted with President Diem still in power without 


. i . 
. 


-a major change in his stybe of operation. However, there is 


17 || an additional factor in this which was the public’ pressure 


18 ‘I; on the policy levels of our government in Washington, and 


19 | in the United States, and I think this public pressure was ~felt 


20 || particularly by the'people in the National Security Council 


21 || -and by the people in the State Department. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. That public pressure -= 


~ . 


Mr. Colby. WAs one of distaste for President Diem. | 


Senator Hart of Colorado. And it meshed with what the 


Ambassador and-his political section were saying from there? . 


. ‘ . 
- * . . r , 


Pees. | 
et 





w 


BRT ayes ts 7 5 
JAM amyrerii 4 ; . ae vat a 
PVT ET; Fesive tas; : ; f ey ave tee WAT ee TYR ebay \ © 
RS, : ey MA ken Bt, 
Ft,% v4 


BEADS A Bore ton 

See has ; 

oo ees a OTS ‘ Ss aie . opt es 4 ge + F ey TD gets S he WAAd a, eee eae 
Ane oe ae : oat : : . % ; * 





tah. 
asd 
F, 


TCT z 
AR 


= 


+ oe 
a 


8. . od 


Dh: 










« 
4 
say 


OF See 


o Poa 
nd ; 


fe 
rey 



















































ea vA a 
g : : Y on ; :. pte 
{. : : Sac iP bia yeeahs Mer - - ; Ms sae oar ; o 
g “ya ‘ ey este PHN Aa Hes 4 es . ee we ‘ viage a . . | 
i: 2 . enator. Hart..of Colorado." What was the Defense Department {5 
. gin Le Uri QA ae feme nba ” 
ue ne gy 2 feos gre ater ' 
5 position on all of this?! . 2 7 ee Deer on, a 
‘ Mr. Colby. The: Defense Department was almost totally | 
a CCG ee er a eee , 
fs Se tate ae AY nee ae = ; te a 
on the position that the war..is:in the countryside, that the - |. 
ape gi ston eee - | 





countryside seems to be going along- reasonably well, that this || 








is an urban problem, urban political problem which should not 
interfere with the “main things going on. | # . 4 - 


‘This was true of the Secretary and: General Harkins out 


* A ‘ . 


there and the Joint Chiefs here and so forth. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. When you say this thing should 











. . . . = 


not interfere --. i. 


CY . ‘ + 


Mr. Colby. the political problems of Niem with the dissi- 





WARD & PAUL 


dents, political dissidents in the urban centers. | 


Senator Hart of Colorado: Therefore, their conclusion 


Pee eee Ss : was it was no great matter,we should get rid of him? : | | 
Pry trins Pegitry oF 7 3 | a _ i) 7 
| 


Mr. Colby. The most dramatic way in which this was 


posed, this has been described publicly a number of times, was. 


that at one time, particularly the frustrating period the 


ze een eh ae ake ee sel 


‘President faced with these two strong positions, he 


who was. an assistant 


sent two officers, one a general Crewlack, 


to Secretary. McNamara and a Mr. Mendelhay, who had’ formerly 







ee = wre ee 


" 410 First Street, 5.£., Washington, D.C. 20003 


been the political counsellor in Saigon, to Saigon for about 


five days to make an assessment on the spot and they came 





4 


back to the Cabinet Room and one sat on one end of the room 


aan SF Sela 
Fa At 


. Fo 
“dere GEYSEE 
Aege Wee 


+ 


a4 


‘and one sat on the other \ ral‘Cre rst ‘said he 
VOTES. EE ‘ af 


had been to 20 privinces and 


; eS a aie (on : Sata Ras Rea oH 
hee igerner: ee : TPfae PANE ey 1 4 : : x : 
: q . Ref Me t eh AF i 3 ‘ ie 


‘ 
a 


3 pitt 7 + t : ‘ c pa gg? ng " m is. 
fiefs and. 


‘ 
+e : ‘ > - ° 
+e” we + 


30 military chiefs and all th of thing and the war 


rf . B * 


business going on basically all right and. there were gome 


7 r 
‘ - “+ 


| problems but the thing “was they: seemed to have a strategy ne 


. : We ko sae ee gat Bey - hoes OY) se 7 , 
F Fs , : ae . ‘ . . a , 
3 ? ee he « > 


and they seemed to be moving along on it, and-Mendelhay said 


& Were te 


es wae ue t. oye y 


he want to three cities and talked to lots of civil servants 


. and political people and all the rest ‘of it and there was 


. - + 


a general feeling that the cause. was hopeless because there 


was so.much distaste for President Diem and so much opposi- 


tion and the general feeling that the war could not be won. 


And the president, of course, looked at them and said = 


3 


did you two ‘fellows go to the same country? And the answer. 


WARD & PAUL 


\ ds they did. They looked at two different parts of the elepha 


‘Senator Hart of Colorado. So to recapitulate the infor 


16 || mation before the National Security Council when this coup. 


il 
2 


Be 


17 decision was made, was CIA officially against the Defense 


= 


a a i 


Department, officially against or neutral. 


Nees co 


Mr.Colby. Against. 


tev. a a: 


2 


itis 
. O.C. 20003 


Senator Hart of Colorado. Officially against. 


- 
a Sa | 


Mr. Colby. And State. 


er 


410 First Street, S.E.. Wasnington 


Ae Shoah es 


ASS ria 


Senator Hart of Colorado. And State for the -- 


per ad 


td beeu sd 


a ts 


Mr. Colby. Basically for, although I: think you would 


have to say the final policy was that the United States would 


not sponsor, 1 guess is‘ the right word,or stimulate a coup, 





) 
2 
< 
6 . 
é 
oO 
< 
5 


410 First Street, $.E., Washington, D.C. 20003 


met g 
af 
t a 


A 


ATM ‘fe . vee Me Sih eh ia ME Tae 
eCT£-ityhappened,: contin 


‘ Lh O29 BIR 2 ED = 
a 7 : ‘ SEtme, HIT he 
m8 vd Paes Weis a args oy) 


ak Bs io aS 


assistance ' atcountry.: 


ry 


byw gfe 
: ow vets F Ee NGL hy st 
: fee FUT TR eg tee 


| Senator Hart 06S would keep abag of 


e- them know we had the bag 


-* » 


money available in cas 


si ‘ ee ee eae 
. . ay 


a? 


of money there.” °° 


, . 


Mr. Colby.: - The bag of money was not.really the CIA 


Damen ae ' : . 
" - 8 ’ seg Sel cB ts ous ‘ 


Five million piasters, the : 


ary 


. > , vt 


bag of money was the aid program. 


; » 


- f a . ° 


: ny . a saad + o. ; 


‘That is the real thing. We ‘suspended with an indication it would 


‘be resumed and that is a much bigger bag of money than CIA ever 


handles. 


Senator Hart of. Colorado. Would the coup have gone 


forward without the CIA's bag of money? 


Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. 


Senator Nart of Colorado. So that was inconsequential? 


Mr. Colby. That is right. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. Conein showing. five million pi-~ 


asters?. 


Mr. Colby. That was incidental. _ He had been called | 


19 | over because they had made the decision that they were 


290 ||.going to go for the coup and he‘was invited to go hecause 


2] they had made a commitment that they would give him an- 


advance tip on it and when he came they had already made the 


‘decision. There is no question about that. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. ©. One final question to 


: a ra 


‘amend my recapitulation. | 


' 


pies 
ra negara | 
rt 


+ ee 
ae oe 


vay i pats 
$7. 
i a8 


Btu " 
roe 





* danenyty ae, 
3 a 


Lit ts 
if 
writs 


SRP freee ey Z at Mend Lan! 
ree Hees ig FRY ody ua 
A: 


Beats, 


ne) 


; « 439 t BONES LOY 
ey. hi rance 


Th nce: 


a ‘ 


they won 
| a Tg NPE ORT Pe aia ea | 
°. {| the coup they would::have:America 


frist wr at 


- 
er F i 
Sik 
4» - 
= 7 


¥ = Even beyond that, if. they. 


’ 
' 


‘ ae " , ‘ aoe . 
. - mf i : a,, . ost 
a ae ay te! £ 


5 Started the coup we wouldn't let it-fai1? 


. wg ‘ 4 ‘ . ‘ 
\ ‘ 2 ‘ , a ne Raw s . 


eo. i 


. 


ae 
‘ ‘ oa Tet ‘ 
. ’ 


t think they necessarily had that 


assurance. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. They didn't know that? 


. > : OA Se ’ i ‘ ‘a ‘ 


Mr. Colby. our embassy had that and our station had no -- 


. ‘ + 


Senator Hart of Colorado. Conein or no one else? 


1 8 


Mr. Colby. I'can't say we ever told them that. 


7 


WARD &-PAUL 


picked up the pieces and go on with the war after the coup. 


Senator Hart of Colorado. | Just to amend my recapitula- 


» . 


tion. CIA officially and Defense. Department officially 


ron 
7 
CS 
o 
nee 


against, State Department for, and public opinion in the United. 


States for -- 


Mr. Colby. Basically, yes, 


» S-E., Wasnington, D.C. 20003, 


Senator art of Colorado. And, in your judgment, what in- 


fluenced the National Security Council decision the most, 


State Department, Saigon reports, Or what? — 


MES Colby. I think ‘the general press coverage and general]. 


24 || awareness of. just.the State cables by a long shot, You had 


25 || a very heavy treatment and frankly Mrs. Nhu didn't do. any good 


410 First Street 


t ee 
teak, 


y 
t 





AAgEgtat 
<p sees 
ea tS 


< , aimee oy : : ist B an wet Sp8 Eire. a 


SRB rang gS aes reat Wad tes 94 
; ai nis oA OARY CAND 

~ o Tt = : + 
: oe = “a 2 rT sax : b 


ans 


ent 


= 


nd down in my: 


__csacaetaancla cert Repeat OSE oe 
i a was bouncing arou 


4 


state making press statements. 


it 


wt . ’ 


serious attempt 


. athe 


Senator Huddleston. Was: there ever any 


by. -- | 


. 


Mr. Colby. Excuse me, if 


I may. 


I think the answer to your question, Senator, is 


: + a 2 os 


one that I have used with many foreigners, that: you cannot 


expect the American government to carry out a course of action 


which does not have the support of its people, that it just 


1a 


won't work, and that if there is no public support of a’ | 


course of action the American government will move to a differ- 


3 


ent course of action, and that is the Way we run our country. 


0 


. : ed 
ate 5 
See 4 a 
a 
 @ 

GS : 
* =. 
< 

z 


. Senator Huddleston. It sometimes takes a long time to. 


. . 


filter through, though? _ 


Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. 


Senator Huddleston. - I was going to inquire whether or 
not there was ever any serious attempt on the part of our 


government to persuade the President that he should leave 


office voluntarily. 


Did we express: to him our unhappiness with the situation? 


Mr. Colby.. We certainly discussed Mr. Nhu's - leaving 
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with him and be on his side? 


Mr. Colby. ‘He said that he was’ going to require his 


officers to fulfill their oaths of loyalty to the Constitution, 


to the Vietnamese Constitution and his office as president. 
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destroy the palace, and apparently from the record -he was not. 


there while he was making these phone calls, he was over in the 


Cholan district, having left the day before from the palace 


‘and having. taken his children with him. 


Senator Hart of Michigan. I think some of us were 


struck by your statement that there was relatively little 


communication over this period with President Diem. You mean 


of any sort or simply with respect to the suggestion he 


leave? | 


Mr. Colby. By the Ambassador himself. There was a lot 


‘ 


of contact. Admiral Felt, who. was. the CINCPAC, visited with 
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President Diem on the morning of the ‘coup, and the generals 
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repaired to the general staff headquarters and launched. the 


coup. There was plenty of American. contact in this sense. 


Senator Hart of Michigan. - Iam backing up perhaps 


‘ 


6°! a matter of months trying to understand. 


. 


a | We took certain actions, Pet: 480, for example, in- 


8 tending that it persuade President Diem to fly right? — 


9 Did not the Ambassador go in and explain to him that that 


10 || was the purpose for this suspension, or was it just to. be’ 


11 |} understood hy osmosis? . 


L2 Mr. Colby. There wan't very much direct contact of that 


13) sort, I don't think. It was clear. from the public position be- 
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14 cause President Kennedy in a press conference, incidentally, 


‘referred to the departure of certain personalities, which was 


clearly a reference to-Ngo Dinh Nhu. I have forgotten the exact 


phrasing of it. But that was clear reference to the fact 


we felt it necessary and that is really what the issue all hung 


up on because we had identified Ngu as such a nepharious in- 


fluence that if. we could: just get him out of the country, 


and I mean out of the country, no assassination or 


22 || anything like that, out of the country, that then we could 
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manage the operation, and that was the official position... 


‘I thought it was wrong but at one point I said fine, 


why don't we go over and try to get him to leave in order . 
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him to leave? 


. 


Colby... .No, I didn't. ~ 


* 


Senator rower. Any further questions? 


Senator. Mathias?. 


Senator, Mathias. .Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would like 


to go back to a statement that Mr. Colby made sometime ago in 


which -he referred to many’meetings in the basement of the White 


liouse. 


As I recall, McGeorge Rundy and Walt Rostow had two 


small offices down on the ground floor level and is that the 


area that you are referring to? 
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Mr. Colby. Well, not their actual office but there 


a little conference room there called the situation room 


where this kind of meeting takes place and still does. 


+ 


Senator Mathias. Right. And who would typically be 


involved in those conferences? 


Mr. Colby. Oh, at that time Mr. Bundy, Mr. Ball, 


certainly Mr. Forrestal, Mr. Hillsman, Mr. McCone, myself, 


+ + + 


Mr. McNamara, Gilpatric, General Taylor, others perhaps or not 


depending on the situation at that time. 


In other words, the senior levels of the different 


. 


"departments involved, and generally,I think,generally not 


410 Fiest Street, S.F.. Washington, 0.C. 20003 


.the Attorney General. If we met with the President we met in 
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|| there would be quite . where the President would 
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7 || be up there and that wo 
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8 not every day except sometimes it was every day, when it got 


9 particularly hot and heavy. 
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10 Senator Mathias. — Now, when you say every day, 


that mean a downstairs meeting or upstairs meeting? | 


Mr. Colby. Downstairs meetings every day. 


Senator Mathias. It was every day? 
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Mr. Colby. Almost, more or less. 
And upstairs meetings. Sometimes every day and some- 
_ } | 
times not. 


Senator Mathias. And the Attorney General was 


generally present at. the upstairs meetings? 


Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. 


Senator Mathias. But not at the downstairs? 


Mr. Colby. Not at the downstairs, as I remember. I am 


59 || dealing with an impression here. 


Senator Mathias. I understand. And I. think what we 


are trying: to get at is a flavor of the direction. . 
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Mr. Colby. The Chairman of the downstairs one would be 
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Senator Mathias.” Did you mention Mr. Rostow as 
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present?. 


Mr. Colby. I think of him as Mr. Bundy's replacement, 
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really, and I am not: sure whether he was there at that time or 


not. “Mr. Harriman would come sometimes, as I recall. 


Senator Mathias. How about Vice President Johnson, did 


he ever attend any of those? 


Mr. Colby. He would attend ‘the upstairs ones. 
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Senator Mathias. Ne did attend the upstairs ones. 


‘Mr. Colby. A number of them. . 


Senator Mathias. Did he take an active part?” 


‘Mr. Colby. No, he did not particularly. Certainly 
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he did not take what amounted to at that time in that. 


community a public position. What advice he may:have given 


the President alone I don't know. I don't recall his being. 


eh Ft 


we 


heavily involved. 


Senator Mathias. Ambassador Nolting has said on various 


ie 
So 


occasions that Vice President Johnson was the principal spoke 
man in that circle for decreasing rather than increasing 


our activities in Vietnam. 


Did you ever get that feeling in any way at these meet-— 


‘ings? 
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Mr. Colby. I know that later President. JOhnson felt 
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really is not very appropriate in that kind of situation and 
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whatever private position he may have had he would have handied 


a tte ee 


outside of the gaze of the lower level bureaucrats such as 
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‘Senator Mathias. © Ambassador Nolting was very much 


opposed to any action, - a | | | 
| 


Mr Colby. “Ambassador Nolting, of course, was replaced 


‘ 
* é 


in August. He was in Greece when the raid on the pagotas 


took place. He was out of contact and was not aware of 


that. When he did return to Washington a week or two later he 


took avery active role opposing actions against President. 






Diem to. the extent he was invited to participate. And his 


' Senator Mathias. . His pleas. fell on deaf ears as far as 
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Senator Tower.’ 


_ Senator Morgan. I have one. other question. | Reading 


from this report, Mr. Colby, dated August 28, the CIA cable 


¥ . « 


- from Saigon, it says Richardson reports that "The situation 


here has reached the point of no return unless the generals 


: : . . - ‘ 


are neutralized before able to launch their operation. - We 


‘believe they will like and havea good chance of winning. 


We all understand that the efforts must succeed and that 


whatever needs to be done on our’ part must be done.” 


Apparently at that point whatever action we had set: 


in motion Richardson felt was irrevocable. 


Mr. Colby. _ You will recall that followed the August 


| 24 telegram which essentially told us to go out and see 


what you can get down. — Richardson's feeling there was that 


we had launched something and that it was going to take place. 


The generals then came back thereafter ‘and said no, we are 


not going to do it. That is the sequence that occurred. 


Senator MOrgan. One other question. Who is Marguarite 


Higgins, the gal who -- 


Mr. Colby: She is a reporter. 


Senator Morgan. She apparently had all of the facts, 


- 


didn't she? - 


, 


Mr. Colby. Yes. And a lot. of this has been published in 


25 }:all the hooks that: have been written. 
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Mrs Colby. That is right. 


Senator Morgan.. These comments. here are almost verbatim. 
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of a" 


Mr. colby. Yes, sir. 
Genater moegans’ bie you ever ascertain eheveoune got the 2. 
Mr. Colby. There have been lots of books written by 
Mr. HIL1sman, chester Cooper. Various other: participants. 
in it have all written books about this period. 
| Senator Morgan. She surely had her facts. 
ir. Colby. and Mr. Halberstam and Marguerite Higgins 


-and Mal Brown. A variety of people have written this. 
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Senator Morgan. Thank you. 
Senator uae. ave got a vote at 12:30 and if we 
eould I would like to wind this up by that time. 
D6 any of the anwenee have questions? It not, I will 
turn it ever to counsel. | | 


Mr. Schwarz. I. just have one question following up on 


your first exchange with Senator Morgan earlier in the morning 


In focussing on the Trujillo matter and on this matter, both 


were instances whatever was done was done by dissident 
nationalists. In the Trujillo case there was some effort. 


after the Bay of Pigs to slow down or-pull back. In this case 


there was some effort to disassociate,although I think not an 
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‘effort to slow down or pull back. - 
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“nationalists, it is difficult for the United States to. 
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control :.the actions of those foreign nationalists?: 
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Mr. Colby. Certainly the foreigner makes his own 


decisions at various times the degree to which he is going to 


do one thing or the other. The U.S. cannot control it. 


The U.S. can assist him, the U.S. can counsel him and > 


‘advise him, perhaps influence him, but the control, that is where. 


I got, Senator MOrgon, when you are dealing with essentially 


another sovereign, why there are limits to your degree of 


authority over them, 


Mr. Schwarz. So when you start them down or we 
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start them down the path of overthrowing a government, it. 
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follows from the comments you have just made and indeed from 
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the record as we have seen it, that even if we change our 


mind as to whether that is a desirable result, we may-‘not 


tee able to stop it from happening, we may not be able to stop 
| 7 
| 


the consequences of the events we have set in motion?. 


. 


Mr. Colby. Yes, except for the point of starting them 


| down. I don't think you can say that the United States has 


the total decision. there, either. Because the decision to move 


in a certain direction is a decision that they basically. 


make on their own. We may be able in a supporting, we may be 
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‘suggesting, simulating, indicating support for, but we do not 
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start. That has to be something that develops as a 
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consensus that it is the right thing todo because. of the 


situation. 


Mr. Schwarz.. Both in the Diem case and Trujillo 


case motivations initially ¢oming: from: the: foreign .pationalists 


- ¢ * 


so.I. think. from the testimony that at some point it was 


essential in their minds that this be given a word or action | 
in support by the U.S.” 
Mr. Colby. Yes, sir. 


Schwarz. Once. 


Colby. It is one of their total factors. 


‘Schwarz.. Once that is down, it follows, doesn't 
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it, from what we have gone'through, that even if the govern- 


ment changes its mind about the result, it is no longer able 


of « 


to be sure it can control the result? 


Mr. Colby. ~ Not entirely. It. depends on the 


situation. I can envisage a situation where. we do reach a 


| 


consensus that we ought to do a certain course of action. 


We then have reservations about it. We consult with them ane 


ae rim 


we then indicate that we will no longer support it and they 


7 - 


then at that point they have the decision to decide whether 


they have themselves enough force to go ahead with it, or 


-they are so limited that they can no “longer go ahead with it. 
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This does occur in various ways of influencing people. 
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to report intelligence to you, and. we are having this a little 


Phone (Area 202) 


Ay gee 


bit with some of our agents now, that we indicated that we woulc 


work together, that they would give us information, we would 


support them, give them some funds and so forth. 


_ 


‘If part 


of the arrangement on our side becomes non-existent any more 


and our current problem is they are concerned whether we can 


keep their identity secret, there is an inclination on their 


part to cool down the activity, and this is happening in this 


sense today. It also can happen by decision on our 


part to no longer do that particular activity, and we have a 


‘number of relationships with foreign intelligence services, 
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cy 


for example, by saying, well, here is a certain program but 


‘then we cut it off. 


16 One example in this context was the program of 


17.| American support of the special forces in Vietnam. The 


Agency was giving support to the special forces. We helped 


to get it started and formed it up, the Vietnamese special 


forces. As part of the pressure on the government in the 
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August period and in response to. the fact that the special 


forces with Vietnamese military and with Vietnamese police 


had conducted the raid on pagotas, CIA was directed. to suspend 


its assistance to the special forces. 


“We did not suspend our assistance-to the police or to 
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SAB ES i} | thing to turn on and off. The other programs are much more 


5 difficult to turn on and off. In a simple way I think that 


, 


4- || has had a certain influence in what they did. I know it re- 


5 || sulted in the transfer of. several units outside of. Saigon 


6 || where we said we wotld continue to support them. 


7 | ~ Senator Tower. Mr. Colby, I think that ¢oncludes our 


8 questioning on this matter. Let me ask you a question that 


think is pertinent in the light of the event that occurred 


t 


last evening, that I will no doubt be quizzed about. 


Does the CIA maintain any current and continuing contact 


with any members of the: underworld? 


Mr. Colby. Well, Mr. Chairman, we have penetrations for 
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intelligence purposes of various criminal elements abroad. 


Senator Tower. I mean domestic underworld. | 


. . ‘ - - 


Mr. Colby. The answer, domestically in the United States 
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not to my knowledge, and I believe we do not. 


she 


Senator. Tower. You have no-contacts that would provide 


you with any information on the demise of Mr. Giancana? 


| 
| 
Mr. Colby. I know nothing of that demise. I have no 


trae Rn oh 


wt 


| connection with it and I can say with, I believe, full 
assurance, that CIA had no connection with it whatsoever. 
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Senator Tower. It would be inconsistent with your 


charter to get involved after the fact. 
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Mr. Colby. [ft would not he only inconsistent, it would 


\ ‘ 


, iol 
2 ° 
rete . 
vad u 
ag te 





Ay 


f. ay * 
Lit 


4 


FAERIE Tir ee 
‘erie 


<2: 


gereg nce 
At 
#& 
4 


a 


A 


aif 


Syren Ree 


Nomrvid 
a; 


EN 


aio 


te ty 
idea a 
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Senator Tower. All right. 
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Mr. Colby. As I believe Tallyrand once said, it is 


‘only wrong, it is stupid. 


Senator Tower. ‘Tallyrand lived to be 105. 


All right. 


Senator Huddleston. Might we inguire whether or not 


Mr. Colby had made any inquiry within the Agency? 


Mr. Colby. I just heard about it on the way in this 


morning. I certainly will inquire whether we know anything at 
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all about this and -- 


Senator Schweiker. It seems the FRI would be the onc 
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Senator Tower. Thank you. 


(Whereupon, at 12:30 p.m.,. the committee recessed,. to 


reconvene at 2:00.p.m., the same day.) 
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